





80 Y PHILALETHES - Spring 2014

body comes from the elements, the soul from the
stars, and the spirit from God. All that the intellect
can conceive of comes from the stars”®

Perhaps this notion is more ancient than we
think. Initiates into the Mythraic mysteries were
clothed in a cape that was embroidered or painted
with stars to signify the soul in its highest form.
A symbolic heavenly nature was conferred by
initiation into the mysteries, and men who for-
merly dwelt about the earth itself were raised to
a heavenly abode and their whole natures were
invested with celestial raiment. The corporeal
body was transmuted by the ancient mysteries
into a celestial body, as those who had previously
enveloped themselves in the dark garments of form
now put on a more luminous garb resplendent
with the heavenly lights

The association of those involved in initiation
with celestial bodies is also a theme in Freema-
sonry. The Master and his Wardens represent the
stations of the sun (sunrise, noon, and sunset),
while the Senior Deacon carries a solar rod and
the Junior Deacon bears a lunar one.

This idea that we have a divine, or celestial
nature, and that we are trying to return home
is signified in the Masonic lectures where the
covering of the Lodge is described as being that
star-decked heaven “where all good Masons hope
to arrive” As Goethe wrote:

And solemn before us
Veiled the dark portal,
Goal of all mortal;

Stars silent rest oer us

Graves under us silent.”

This concept will briefly present itself two
more times in the Master Mason degree, but,
for propriety, those references are beyond this

examination. However, if the symbol is important
enough to be included on the tracing board, the
early rituals must speak to it in some way. The
lectures of English Masonry generally contain
beautiful language to this effect. For example:

....the Mason who is in possession of [charity]
in its ~~ost ample sense, may justly be deemed
to ha
urativ __y speaking, an ethereal mansion, veiled

arrived at the summit of Masonry; fig-

from mortal eyes by the starry firmament, em-
blematically depicted in our Lodges by seven
Stars, which have an allusion to as many regularly
made Masons, without which number no Lodge
is per :t, nor can any candidate be legally ini-
tiatec 1erein.’

is __rongly suggests that, by perfecting our
Craft, we can hope to attain that metaphoric man-
sion and achieve something similarto e apothe-
osis enjoyed by Or~heus and the other mythical
figures of the night . In this Masoniclecture, the
Seven Stars of the tracing board represent seven
Master Masons who have reached this goal. The
same common En  sh working also teaches:
The Universeis e Temple of that Deity whom
we serve. Wisdom, Strength and Beauty are about
His throne as Pillars of His Works, for His Wis-
dom is infinite, His Strength omnipotent, and
His Beauty shines through the whole of the cre-
ation in symmetry and order. The Heavens He
has stretched f«
the earth as hi:

Temple with st

h as a canopy, He has planted
yotstool, He has crowned His
.as with a diadem, and in His
hands He exter the power and glory. The Sun
and Moon are

and all His law

essengers of His Divine W
re concord.”
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:gal representation of the Deity calls
1e Book of Revelation. Revelation 1:4
ieven spirits before the throne of god.
n spirits have been called the “gover-
» world.” Revelation 1:16 also describes
s holding seven stars in his right hand.
ah 4:10, the seven stars represent the
of God:

> has despised the day of small things?
se seven will be glad when they see the
line in the hand of Zerubbabel—these
2yes of the LoRD which range to and fro
1out the earth.

ing that the early Masons were well-
iblical traditions, it seems easy to under-
the Seven Stars would represent seven
beings elevated and given guardianship
rld. The great eighteenth-century editor
sonic lectures, William Preston, pre-
2y teaching about the Seven Stars in his
about Jacob’s Ladder and the Form of
According the early Prestonian lecture,
the Ladder leads to:

»ossession of a Mansion, not built by hu-
nd, veiled from mortal eyes by the starry
ent; the receptacle of the virtuous, which
before the world began; and will to eter-
lure. [It is described by] a representation
eavens; where amidst the planets moving
ius orbits we discover seven brilliant stars
truly resplendent. [ .. .F]rom their number
uce the number that adds perfection to
tem, and in the union of all the degrees
rder, by that number we complete the
1y of the Lodge."

In Preston, therefore, we find evidence of
both important ideas: the heavenly homecoming
of the starry firmament, and that the Seven Stars
represent seven Master Masons who have attained
enlightenment. Therefore, let us strive to imitate
them. Let us remember that we too have a heav-
enly nature, that we are children of the earth and
the starry heaven. As modern science has taught
us, “The nitrogen in our pN A, the calcium in our
teeth, the iron in our blood, the carbon in our
apple pies were made in the interiors of collapsing
stars. We are made of starstuff”*3
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